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If you are like many Americans,
discussing the details of your finances is
a taboo topic. When it comes to things
that people are unlikely to talk openly
about with someone they just met, their
amount of credit card debt is at the top of
the list (81 percent), while
revealing their weight seems a lot less
frightening (50 percent). Source: CreditCards.
com

While your focus right now might
be on shedding a few pounds, make
a commitment to get your finances in
shape in the new year, too.

Create A Budget

“A budget is telling your money where to
go instead of wondering where it went,”
- Dave Ramsey, financial expert

Don’t be afraid of the “B” word — a budget is merely a plan for
your money. Begin by tracking your spending for one month. This
will help you see more clearly where your money is

going. Separate your expenses from essentials and non-essen-
tials to help you better see anything you can cut. Next, make
your budget — this is a plan of exactly how you are going to
spend your money. Begin by putting your savings first. Be sure
to include every dime you make in your budget. Include catego-
ries for everything from your mortgage to groceries and clothing.
Don’t expect perfection as it will likely take you a few months to
create the perfect plan for your family.

Pay Yourself First

When it comes to saving, it's important to always set aside a
specific amount of money for yourself. If you do this before you
pay the mortgage, car payment, and visit the grocery, you'll be
more likely to save on a regular basis. Saving is even easier when
you take advantage of payroll deduction.

Convenient Account
Access Available 24/7

e find out account balances

e see if a check has cleared

e make a loan payment

e make transfers

e plus much more

Logging In For The First Time? Your
Login ID is your current member
number. Your Security Code is the

last four digits of your social security
number.

Start Saving Now For The Holidays

Were the holidays tough on your budget last
year? A Christmas Club account is a great way to
make sure you'll have the money you need for the
holidays. Just a small amount adds up really fast.
Open an account today or increase the payroll
deduction on your current account.

Transfer Balances
And Save With Our
Low Rate VISA

Did you say “charge it” a few
too many times during the holiday
season? If you are wondering how
you're going to pay off those high-
rate credit cards, we can help.
Switch to a Your Hometown FCU
VISA and save. It's easy to transfer
balances from other higher rate
cards or loans to a Your Hometown
FCU VISA. Call us today to apply
for a new card or to make a
balance transfer!

¢ |ow fixed-rate

e 25-day grace period on purchases
® no annual fee

¢ no fee for cash advances
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